NOBLE ESSENCES

had remained up till now unsuspected, even by his admirers.
But it takes many years before the public will forgive anyone,
and especially a veteran, for discovering a new land. The old
country is good enough for them, they aver, even though, as
in this instance, the artist is able to develop the new, and imbue
it with a sumptuousness to which they have not been used. So,
in these " Echos " Sickert proved himself to be a splendid and
audacious innovator in colour, and the canvases of his last
years blaze with a richness that indicates the ultimate fulfilment
and fructification of a painter's genius, owing to decades of
perseverance in practice and experiment.
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